
 

 
What a Waste 

Secondary 
 
Key Inquiry Questions 

1. What is waste, and where does waste go?  
2. What can be done to dispose of waste properly or eliminate it altogether?  
3. What can you do in your community to set an example of reducing, recycling, and/or 

reusing waste?  

Learning Outcomes 
1. Students will be able to define what waste is and where it should go by the end of the 

lesson.  
2. Students will learn how to properly dispose of waste or eliminate creating waste at all by 

the end of the lesson.  
3. Students will collaborate together to create a recycling project in their own community by 

the end of the lesson.  
 
Sustainability Curriculum Goals 

Systems Thinking: 
1. All forms of life, including humans, are connected to each other through man-made and 

natural ecosystems on which their well-being depends on. 
Sustainable Futures: 

1.  A sustainable future across social, economic, and ecological systems is accomplished 
through informed action and decision making at the individual and community levels that 
place a value on fairness across both present and future generations. 

2. Actions associated with a sustainable future reflect values of care, respect, responsibility, 
empathy, and compassion for all living and nonliving things.  

Activities/Goals:  
1. Students will engage with sustainable agriculture, water and land conservation, and 

proper waste disposal practices.  

Overview: 
The lesson will begin with students collecting their trash for a week to see how much waste they 
actually create. After students analyze their waste, they will participate in a reading and video 
comprehension activity that teaches them how to properly dispose of waste, reduce waste, 
recycle it (if possible), and learn about the Great Pacific Garbage Patch their waste could be 
contributing too. Students will then collaborate as a class to create a recycling project/campaign 
to teach their own communities about the importance of reducing the waste they create.  

 




